Ideas aimed at thanking Garden Owners


· January/Feb event to launch 2027 booklet, for GOs, visitors, advertisers and media. Celebrity to front it? Norfolk

· Host a celebratory GO party (invite past & present GO’s) at a larger/notable garden. 

· Give a gift to GOs eg tree in a pot - "Plant a tree for the next 100 years" – get a sponsor to fund it West Sussex

· Possible Centenary musical evening (eg Serge Hill) Hertfordshire


· Make a Centenary cake – either created by GO or use logo (decoration cost c £10)

· Use 2026 GO party or special event to encourage opening in 2027. Invite past GOs as well as current ones Somerset

· Invite GOs to CO’s garden bringing plants for plant sale



















Ideas aimed at Garden Visitors

· Promote certain openings as key centenary events, esp 1927 gardens (eg local ticketed Centenary garden party?)

· Have a garden opening event every month of the year (eg winter walk/ wreath making/ mince pie & mulled wine) Berkshire

· 1927 gardens – some to host Centenary fêtes/fairs/festival weekend eg workshops, flower arranging, stalls, music, involve local writers/ celebs.

· Involve Beneficiary reps (nurses etc) at GO events or to attend garden openings 

· Have a Garden Trail - get a card stamped at each garden and get a certificate (and maybe free tea) at the end Northumberland and Tyne and Wear

· Encourage GOs to host art/photography workshops in gardens Gloucestershire

· Have a Centenary raffle Shropshire

· Have a huge garden picnic at a larger garden Shropshire

· Stalls/stands at local shows – eg  large show garden in centre of the Flower Marquee at The Royal Cornwall Show (sponsored), other Regional shows Cornwall Garden at Harrogate Show Yorkshire

· Ticketed talk at a notable venue by local celeb Lincolnshire

· Plant, flower, produce sale – several GOs bringing stuff to one garden

· Centenary cakes/cupcakes for sale









Ideas to promote Centenary using local publicity

· Show Garden in the Floral Pavilion of the Harrogate Flower Show. Partially funded by the Flower Show, other sponsorship possibilities being explored Yorkshire

· Plan Centenary features to tell our story for local mags/news/radio, using GOs where possible (content supported by Hatchlands Comms team)

· Someone dressed as “Elsie Wagg” to attend garden openings. Or people in period dress driving vintage cars.

· Build stories for each founding garden or combine together for County features 

· Capture stories from long serving & new GOs about them and the National Garden Scheme 

· Take photos during the course 2026 including photos of local beneficiary representatives in National Garden Scheme garden wearing National Garden Scheme branding to be used in 2027 either in print or electronic media

· Offer daffodil bulbs in pots for children to plant in Autumn 2026 to flower in Spring 2027 (at home or in school) with photo opportunities (subject to sponsorship) Berkshire



Ideas using Social Media

· Do monthly story-telling on history of the National Garden Scheme. Use info & images from website. Collate each post into a highlights album, label it History of the National Garden Scheme.

· “Garden of the Week” (#NGSGarden100): Feature a different open garden every week of 2027, with highlights of the owners’ stories.

· “People Behind the Gates” (#GardenHosts100): Portraits and interviews with garden owners, volunteers, visitors

· “The Next 100” (#FutureGardensNGS): Profiles of young gardeners, sustainable gardening innovations, or school/community gardens.

· Monthly Theme Challenges (#GardenGoals100): Invite followers to share their gardens under prompts like “My Wildlife Corner,” “Drought-Friendly Planting,” “Favourite Garden Memory.”

· Future Vision Series: Ask well-known gardeners/ambassadors (organised via Hatchlands team) to share their hopes for the next 100 years.

· Interactive Posts:
Polls: “Which decade’s garden style would you bring back?”
Quizzes: “Guess the garden from the archive photo.”
Challenges: “Post a photo of your first National Garden Scheme garden visit” (#MyFirstNGS)

· Milestone Countdowns:
•“100 days to 100 years” countdown with daily posts highlighting a garden fact, a charity milestone, or a plant story.








